A Chiastic Structurein 2 Timothy 2:11-13 rsva& enp)

The saying is sure:
A If we have died with him, we shall also live with him:;

B! if we endure, we shall alsoeign with him:

B? if we deny him, he also wildeny us;
AZif we are faithless, heremainsfaithful

\
for hecannot deny himself.
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dpvioacBatl yap EauTov od duvarai.

A question arises in 2 Timothy 2:13: To what ddesus remain faithful? If the verses are readgstrai
through, they seem to say that Jesus remainsuhtthigiving the privilege of reigning with Him those who
endure persecution and deny eternal life to tholse deny Him; this is the customary reading of teet.t
However, this interpretation has an implicit diffity. In verse 11 the verl die with Him, is an aorist verb
looking back to something that has already takenet-likely referring to one’s baptism as in Romér&sand
following:

Romans 6:3-5 (NASB) Or do you not know that all of us who have bbaptized into Christ Jesus have been baptizedHigo
death? {4} Therefore we have been buried with Hmotigh baptism into death, so that as Christ wasedafrom the dead
through the glory of the Father, so we too mightkwa newness of life. {5} For if we have becomeit@d with Him in the
likeness of His death, certainly we shall alsorbthi likeness of His resurrection,

Hence, following the customary reading: for thodeovhave died with Jesus, having been buried with Hi
baptism—if they deny Him in the midst of persecntithen He will deny them eternal life—so that tleyact
will not live with Him; this reading renders Jesu#faithful to keeping His promise in verse 11. Hoes if the
verses are read as a chiastic structure, the ngeanimes into focus. The promise stands: everyone dids
with Him will live with Him. The second and third lines of th@asmus go together. For those who endure
persecution, they will gain the reward of reignimigh Him; for those who deny Him—in the midst of
persecution—they will be denied the reward of rgigrnwith Him. Also, in this chiasmus the first afalrth
lines go together. For those who are faithléss will remain faithfulto keep His promise: if they have died
with Him, they will yet live with Him, because Hamnot deny Himself. In this reading Jesus remaiuns to
His promise that all those who believe in Him haternal life, will not come into judgment, and hasssed
(already) from death to life (John 5:24)! Which dgsy might encourage one facing persecution: theathof
damnation if one fails, or the certain hope of mdédife and the added benefit of reigning with Hifrone
succeeds in enduring the persecution? The custoreading renders Jesus fickle in keeping His preraisd
attempts to motivate us out of fear; the readingiray out of recognizing the chiastic structureders Jesus
faithful—even when we are faithless—and seeks ttovait@ us out of His grace. The saying is sure! Eosv,

a question remains. Which will truly motivate ushe midst of persecution: Fear or Grace?



